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Editorial 

Dear Reader, 

While walking along Whangaparaoa Road last 
Sunday, I began thinking about all the people in the 
houses I passed: their lives, their families, their 
relationships, their hopes. 

I had to stop thinking quite quickly, as I realized it 
would become overwhelming.  The sheer number of 
relationships, the weight of their pain would be massive and I could not 
bear to think about it. 

It made me think how amazingly big God is, to be able to know every 
detail of their lives and to care about their every pain and grief 
individually. 

Our ability to make a difference in people’s lives is only limited to our 
degree of trust in a big God and our willingness to reach out in faith.  We 
know that we do not have all the answers or the healing they need, but 
we know the Person who does. 

As we contemplate what significance our lives have, if we are talking in 
terms of eternal value, we realize that all we take into heaven is the 
influence we have had on people’s lives.  Will there be people in heaven 
who greet you and say, “I’m here because you told me about Jesus”? 

As we start this 200th year since the gospel of Christ was first proclaimed 
in this country, let us take courage from the many New Zealanders who 
have gone before, Maori and Pakeha, who have faithfully passed on 
God’s message of love and hope to successive generations - culminating 
in us! 

Now it is our turn.  If you have any doubt about your ability to fulfill this 
responsibility, take courage!  Ian will be producing some encouraging 
sermons and see page 4 for details of Dave Mann’s visit  He is coming  
to equip us with ways we can manage, to tell others about Jesus and the 
hope we have in him. 

In Christ, 

Helen Hardcastle  
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Glory Girls: Open invitation to all St Stephen’s women 
Living Faith church has invited us to come and enjoy an 
interdenominational meeting on Saturday 22nd February in the Salvation 
Army Lounge, Silverdale at 2pm. 

Guest Speaker: Linda Buttner 

Invite a friend; $5 cover charge. 

Glory Girls aims to bring Christian women together on the Coast, for 
fellowship, unity and to make new friendships. 

Home Groups 

Monday 7.00pm Puhoi group led by the Sorensens       09 422 0441 

Tuesday 7.15pm Red Beach group led by: Terry Tustin   424 2049 

 7.30pm Women’s Bible Study led by Marion Rope  
(alternate Tuesdays)               428 1678 

 7.30pm Men’s Bible Study led by Warwick Rope  
(alternate Tuesdays)               428 1678 

Wednesday: 2pm Central group: Guinny Sorenson       09 422 0441 

 7.15pm Stanmore Bay Group led by Max Cranch    428 1686 

 7:30pm Matakatia Group led by Ray McTeigue       421 0645 

 7.30pm  Stanmore Bay Rd: led by the Huffams        424 8956 

Friday: 9.45am Seniors in Church Youth Room  Daphne Waples  
          426 6498 

 10am Gulf Harbour - “Freedom in Christ” Discipleship 
Course          Helen  424 0939; Diane 428 3015 

Any queries to Home Group Co-ordinator  
Guinny Sorensen (09 422 0441) 

“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 
let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.” - Hebrews 10:25    
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Behold, I Am Making All Things New! 
I am sure that all of us who have spent time in the Chapel will have given some 
of that time in thanking God for its sheer beauty; to thank him for the skills of all 
who have worked tirelessly over many months on the restoration.  We will doubt-
less have remembered with much affection those who have been a part of the 
parish family and have worshipped there over many years, but are no longer with 
us.  We will also have thanked him for those who have lovingly given time and 
money to make it all possible. 

 
With the thoughts of refurbishment and renewal still fresh in our minds, and to 
start the year on a light note, I would like to share something given to me many 
years ago by my late father-in-law, Canon Hobday, one time Canon of St. Mary’s 
in Auckland.  I have resurrected this from one of my files and I am sure you will 
enjoy it. I am equally sure that Vestry will not have received anything quite like it! 

 
‘An artist, who having undertaken the work of restoring the mural decorations in 
a church, sent his bill for thirty eight pounds, fifteen shillings and sixpence, but 
was requested by the church council to render a more detailed account, which 
he did as follows:- 
 ₤    S  D 
1.  Corrected the Ten Commandments. 5 10  0 

2.  Embellished Pontius Pilate and put new ribbon in his bonnet. 1   0  0 

3.  Put new tail on rooster of St. Peter and mended his comb. 1   5  0  

4.  Re-plumed and re-gilded the wing of the Guardian Angel. 7   15  0  

5.  Washed the Servant of the High Priest.   10  0 

6.   Renewed heaven, adjusted the Stars and Moon. 3   5  0 

7.   Re-animated the flames of purgatory and restored souls. 1     7  6 

8    Revived the flames of Hell, put new tail on the Devil, 

      mended his left hoof and did some odd jobs on the damned. 4     6   6 

9.   Put new spotted dashes on son of Tobias. 5     6.  0 

10. Cleaned the ears of Balaam’s ass and shod him.   14  0 

11. Put earrings in the ears of Sarah. 11    6  0 

12. Put new stone in David’s sling and enlarged the  2     5  0 

     head of Goliath. 

13. Decorated Noah’s Ark.                                                              3     0   0 

14. Mended the shirt of the Prodigal Son and cleaned his hose.         15   0 

           

(It would go down well in the annual accounts, don’t you think?!) 

 
Blessings for 2014. 

Irene Hobday 

Kids on stage  

New Wine 2014 

Always 
something new 
and exciting to 
see... 

We’re not sure what 
they were doing either - 
but it looks as if they 
were having fun! 
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Choral Evensong 

Auckland's inspirational Evensong Choir will be singing  
at St Stephen’s on March 30 at 5pm  

 

Organist: Barry Golding; Conductor: Anita Banbury 
 

Hope Project 
 
Dave Mann, the founder of the  Hope Project 
will be coming to us (at the Baptist Church) 

on March 29 
in the morning 
to give us vital 
training in 
sharing our 
faith.  This will 
be the only 
training day Dave can give us before the 
Hope Project formally starts. 

 

Everyman Men’s Group resumed for the year 
with a BBQ on 14 February.  We meet on the 
second Friday of the month at the church at 
6:30pm for a meal and speaker or an interest-
ing visit.  Most nights are $5 for food. 

Fri 14 March:  Herb Pryde: “From the navy to ...” 

Fri 11 April:  Roy Smith demonstrating wood turning 

Fri 9 May:  Ian Hardcastle “Mission to Kondoa” 

Fri 13 Jun: Cinema evening at Bridgeway, Notecote. 

 

Book in each month on the sign-up sheet at church or ring Ray 421-0645. 

AAW  (Association of Anglican Women) 

generously launched the year 
with a BBQ for the whole 
congregation after church on 
Feb 2.  Thanks to all involved!   

Join AAW on March 13 for 
coffee and dessert followed by 
a DVD of Louis Giglio - 
“Indescribable”.   

Then, World Day of Prayer is 
Fri 7 March 1pm at Salvation 
Army Hall, Silverdale. 

1. Good news 
2. Gihan 
3. Shemer 
4. Purple 
5. Fear 
6. 1 Titus 4:4 
7. Reuben 
8. 13 

9. Israel and House of 
David’s family history 

10. 7 
11. Jeroboam. 
12. The Holy Spirit 
13. Yes 
14. The blood of Jesus Christ 

Answers from Quiz on p11 



12 5 

St Stephen’s Op Shop is called The Second Chance Shop. 

It provides good quality, second-hand clothing and household items at a 
reasonable price.   

• Do drop in to shop or just for a chat. 

• We are very grateful for any items donated for sale. 

New team members are always welcome. 
Phone  Di Carss on 027 253 7411 or 424 3015. 

Op Shop 

Help needed: If anyone could offer a hand once a week to the 

Op Shop, it would be most gratefully received.  We need someone to 
drop by each week regularly and pick up any cardboard boxes or other 
recycling stuff and take it to the recycling place in Whangaparaoa 
Road.  Please call Diane Carss if you can help in this way. Ph# above 

Are you curious about what 

happens at mainly music? 

You are very welcome to 

come to a session on 

Tuesdays or Wednesdays in 

the hall at 9.30 a.m. The first 

two weeks in March would 

be a good time to visit.  

Gill Henderson 428 1248 

 

God’s Garden by Barbara Larsen  
The Lord has a garden full of many different types of plants.  Some live in 
greenhouses; in specially-heated environments gently tended by the master. 
Each is given just the treatment required for its needs thus producing much fruit.  
 
Some are trees living in wide open spaces buffeted by storms and all kinds of 
weather. 
Some live by streams, rivers and lakes where their roots dig deep into the soil. 
Some live in the desert and drink water from sources hidden from view. 
Some are mushrooms and sprouts who live in dark specialized conditions. 
All are warm and cosy until the shock comes that there is a requirement to 
produce fruit. 
When that time comes the bigger the shock given the greater the fruit produced. 
 
Where are you in God’s garden?  
Are you hidden away in the dark, where no-one can see you? 
Are you a tree out in the storm? 
Are you out in the desert with a hidden water source? 
Or are you a plant in the green house being prepared for His specific purpose? 
 
Prepare yourself for a shock that may come your way requiring that you bear 
much fruit. 
Wherever you are, be sure to submit to the specific dealings of the Master.  
He alone knows how much water, heat, fertilizer and care you really need.  
However only those yielded are able to receive his loving care. 
Be yielded in His hands... 

 

 
 

Keen to get a good handle on your finances?  Our “Christians Against 
Poverty” team is planning a new money-management course. It is 3 
sessions long - Thursday 13, 20 & 27 March.  All are welcome to attend & 
the course will be applicable to any situation. 

Ring Di HIllas to book your place on 424  7422 or sign up on the welcome 
desk in the foyer at church. 
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Special Events for March and April 

March 

Wed 5 Ash Wednesday Service in the Chapel 6pm followed 
by  tea or coffee and Top Priority at 7:30pm. 

 

Sun 9  Fortnightly Evening Service starts 6:30-8:30 pm 
 

Sun 23 Combined Service 9am (with Junior Church)  
followed by AGM at 11am. 

 Evening Service 6.30pm 
 

Sat 29 Morning Seminar: Hope Project training  
with Dave Mann. 

 

Sun 30 Choral Evensong 5pm in Church.  
 

 

 

 

 

April 

Sun 6 Evening Service 6.30pm 
Sun 13 Palm Sunday 
Holy Week  

Mon 14 Evening Prayer 7pm  
Tues 15 Evening Prayer 7pm 
Wed 16 Evening Prayer 7pm 

Thu 17 Maundy Thursday 10am and 7pm 
 Vigil: From the conclusion of the service until 6am the 

 next day.  “Could you not watch with me one hour?” 
 

Fri 18 Good Friday:  Intergenerational Service 10am  
 Tenebrae 6:30pm in the chapel 
 

Sun 20 Easter Day: 8am & 10am Holy Communion 

 NO evening service 

Bible-based General Knowledge Quiz 

1. Meaning of the word “Gospel”?   
2. Where was Solomon made King of Israel? 
3. After whom is the city of Samaria named? 
4. Lydia of Thyatira was a dealer in what colour of cloth? 
5. When there is perfect love there is no…………? 
6. What New Testament Bible verse advocates thanksgiving before meals? 
7. Who was Jacob’s firstborn son? 
8. How many children did Israel have? 
9. Whose lineage is described in 1 Chronicles 1? 
10. How many years did it take Solomon to build the temple? 
11. What Hebrew king made golden calves for the people to worship? 
12. Who can we always ask for help to understand God’s word? 
13. Paul was a Roman citizen.  Was his friend Silas also one? 
14. What cleanses us from all sin? 

Answers p15 

Efest AYM 
Camp Friday 18 
April - Monday 

21 April at 
Willow Park, 

Eastern Beach 
Our annual Easter camp, 
E-Fest is for Year 7 to Year 13 high school students. It is held at Willow 
Park in Eastern Beach. Our camp is just the right size to be able to 
provide a great worship band & speakers, while still having opportunities 
to get to know other youthies better. 

This year:  KNIGHTS vs NINJAS vs PIRATES vs ALIENS 
+ E-FEST BAND + SPEAKERS + WORSHIP + GAMES ROOM + 
CREATIVE ZONE + CANTEEN + YR12&13S LOUNGE + more 

Download an application form at : www.aym.org.nz/efest  



Tenebrae 
Tenebrae is a service associated with Good Friday where a series of 
readings tells the story of the flight of the disciples, the approach of 
darkness and the suffering and death of Jesus.  The church is lit by 
candles and after each reading and psalm a candle is extinguished -   
until just a single candle remains, which is then hidden to represent 
Christ in the tomb.  The name means shadows or darkness in Latin. 

This year, instead of our usual afternoon vigil, we will hold a service of 
Tenebrae in the chapel from 6:30pm on Good Friday, 11th April. 
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New Sunday Evening Service  

starting 9th March  

6.30pm alternate Sundays 

Acoustic music ; wonderful teaching from world-class preachers  
eg Randy Clark; prayer for healing offered at the end of the service. 

ALL WELCOME 

This is the Revd Yohana Chizuwa 
(John) The cathedral is seen behind 
him. He has 13 in his congregation 
and has already built a church back 
home in his village!   

Kondoa News 
Last year in March, we pledged a year’s support for four evangelists in 
Kondoa.  Each man goes into a Muslim village and starts to evangelise.  
He goes to places we could not possibly reach and God changes lives for 
good.  All we do is to supply the rent for each man’s house for a year - at 
$240 each.  I am saving up $240 with jam money because the man I 
pledged to support last year cannot continue without the necessary rent..  
One other parishioner has pledged to support one man and one of our 
home groups also has taken up the challenge to support the man in this 
photo.  Who will support the fourth man? 

 

Money for Jam 
There is a new blog started on our website: 

www.ststephenswgp.org.nz/missions/jambo-jam

-blog.html  to  keep you up to date with new 

developments.  It is called the “Jambo Jam 

Blog.”  Jambo means “Hello” in Swahili.  It is a 

light-hearted weekly-or-fortnightly tracking of 

the jam-making which keeps money rolling in 

for the four evangelists in Kondoa whom we 

support. 

Please note the latest in broom-handle technol-

ogy which supports the jelly-making! 
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Breathing Easy 
 This is Stan Ellis, who attends our 
10am Sunday service.  He has a 
story to tell, which I think you will 
appreciate… 

 

“Some years ago, while my wife was 
still alive, I was suffering from 
emphysema.  This is a disease of the 
lungs.  It got so bad that I could not 
sleep lying down and the whistling and 
noises that came out of me each time I 
breathed were disturbing to my wife, who 
was not well either.  Then on Easter 
Saturday night 2008 when I went to bed, I 
started to pray.  It was hard to get two words 
out together because of the breathing 
difficulty.  “I want to pray - can You hear me?” I wheezed out.  “I want to know 
and I want a sign and I want it at church tomorrow.”  I did not sleep well but 
when morning came there was a feeling of expectancy about going to 
church.  “What’s going to happen?” I thought all through church - but nothing 
did!   

Everything finished and still nothing.  One or two more hymns were just 
starting and the vicar stopped it and said “There is someone here who feels 
they are out of kilter with the Spirit.”  “That’s me!” I thought.  I grabbed my 
Bible and it opened at Romans 8.  I read verses 14-30, which say: “Believe in 
the Son of God, then you are forgiven and you are entitled to everything a 
son of God is entitled to.”  Thank you Lord!  Verse 26 said if you have a 
problem praying, the Holy Spirit will help you.  I needed help because things 
were very hazy for me at that time. I got a message to the vicar, who rang 
me.  When I told her what her words had meant to me, she said, “That’s what 
faith does for you, Stan!” 

I had had a quadruple bypass 16 years ago, so I needed to get tablets from 
the doctor 4 days after Easter.  I was full of joy that God had answered my 
prayer, but was not thinking about my lungs.  When the doctor examined me 
prior to prescribing tablets, he said “I can’t hear anything wrong in your 
lungs!”   I had been walking around without coughing anything up - totally 
unheard of for an emphysema patient.  The Bible says “Before you call I will 
answer,” and “He will give you more than you ask for.”  After that, I was well 
again.  All praise and thanks to God. 

The emphysema had gone, but I had also had asbestosis in my lungs 
which made my lung capacity very low - about 140.  (That is extremely low 
for a big man like Stan. Ed)   

Later on, after my wife died, I moved up to Whangaparaoa .  I had to find a 
new doctor so I went for a last time to my old doctor.  “Is there anything you 
can do about my asbestosis, doctor?” I asked.  He gave me a hug and 
there were tears in his eyes.  “So there’s only prayer left is there, doctor?” I 
said. 

I believed that my lungs would get better when I was close to the sea.   
When I booked in to see the new Whangaparaoa doctor, an Asian lady, my 
notes had not been sent yet.  “You know nothing about me, because the 
notes haven't come,” I said, “but you need to know something first.  I am a 
Christian and by the time you get the notes, they won’t look the way you 
think they should.”  She listened to my lungs. 

“I can’t hear anything wrong with your lungs,” she said.  She tested my lung 
capacity and it was 470!  A bit later it was 780!!!  Back to normal. 

I knew that once I got near the sea God would make me better. 

Stan Ellis 

(Editor’s note: As a registered nurse, I can tell you that there is no natural 
way that this increase in lung function could have occurred. It had to be a 
miracle.  Praise God!) 

Healing Prayer Training 
Since they arrived five years ago, Ian and Helen have organised monthly 
training and encouragement meetings for the Healing Prayer Team, on the 
fourth Saturday of the month. 

As of now, this has stopped and any St Stephen’s people interested in learn-
ing to pray for healing have two avenues: 

1. A four-week intensive run on Saturdays between 3 and 5pm.  This cov-
ers the basics - the Biblical basis, ”How do I know what and how to 
pray?” , “What would Jesus do?”and other useful pointers.  This series 
will be held twice a year, the first - 22 & 29 March; 5 & 12 April.  

2. The new Sunday evening service will be held fortnightly, and the teach-
ing will be aimed at “equipping the saints for the work of minis-
try” (Ephesians 4:12-16) 

All are welcome to attend the Sunday services; we would appreciate a four-
week commitment from those starting the Basics course. 


