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The Gospel for today John 14:23 — 29 gives us the basis of a “How To” manual. That is “how to live.”

In1423 Jasus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we
will come to them and make our home with them.

What is Jesus’s teaching? There will be many answers to this question. Set out below are just ten of Jesus’s
teachings to be applied to day to day living:

1.

10.

’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” Matt 22:37
Jesus emphasized the importance of loving God with your heart, soul, mind, and strength.

Love your neighbour as yourself: MK 12:31

This commandment underscores the importance of treating others with kindness and compassion, just
as you would want to be treated.

Repent and believe the gospel: MK 1:15

Jesus called for people to turn away from sin and embrace the message of salvation through faith in him.
Be compassionate and merciful: Mk 6:34, Matt 5:7, Luke 6:36

Jesus taught that we should be like God, showing mercy and compassion towards others, especially those
in need.

Forgive others: Matt 6:12; Matt 18:21-22; Luke 23:34

Jesus emphasized the importance of forgiving those who have wronged you, even your enemies.

Seek God's kingdom first: Matt 6:33

Jesus encouraged his followers to prioritize God's kingdom and its values over material possessions and

worldly concerns.

Serve others humbly: Jn 13:1-17

Jesus modelled humility and service by washing his disciples' feet and emphasized the importance of
serving others with humility and sacrifice.

Make disciples of all nations: Matt 28:16-20

Jesus commanded his followers to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizingthem and teaching them
his teachings.

Let your yes be yes: Matt 5:7

Jesus called on people to be honest and for the importance of keeping promises, especially those made
in the name of the lord.

No man can serve two masters: Matt 6:24

Jesus made the point that one’s loyalties must be undivided, a person cannot serve both God and wealth.



The point | want to make is that to obey Jesus’s teachings will take much more than listening to a single
sermon. Indeed, | do not believe that we would be able grasp the extent of Jesus’s teachings through any
number of sermons.

This type of teaching can only be grasped by a lifetime of learning and application. To achieve this, | propose
that we consider our walk with Jesus as an apprenticeship.

An apprenticeship is a structured training program where individuals learn a trade or profession by working
under the guidance of a skilled worker or craftsman. It involves both on-the-job training and potentially off-
the-job learning through courses or workshops.

By definition, an apprenticeship is aimed at attaining skills in a trade to provide practical experience,
recognized qualifications, and a pathway to a career.

The aim of an apprenticeship under Jesus is multi-faceted:
e To develop a Christlike character:
o Learning how Jesus lived
o Imitating Jesus in day-to-day situations
o Putting faith into practice
o Developing a dependence on God
e To grow progressively in wisdom and understanding

o Grow close to Jesus through prayer, meditation and study
o Learn and apply Jesus’s teachings

o Develop qualities of patience, grace and compassion

In summary - to live a full and fulfilled life in Christ

There is another reason to fulfil an apprenticeship under Christ. Consider today’s reading from
Revelation 22:3b: “The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.”

The reference to “his servants will serve him” implies that we will continue to serve God in heaven. Jesus also
infers that we will have responsibility and serve in heaven in the parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30).

Whilst not specifically stated, | believe that this suggests that our apprenticeship under Jesus prepares us for
life in the eternal kingdom of heaven.

On taking up an apprenticeship we must be prepared for correction. We all come with different viewpoints.
The way we do things in the world may not be the way of doing things under Jesus’s tutelage. We will be
challenged in some areas and may find that we need to change some of our viewpoints. Some changes will
seem natural and almost catch us off guard. Before | became a Christian, | was a mediocre student, only just
scraping through my grades. Upon my conversion | learned to work, and my grades improved accordingly. |
was not conscious of the change, but in time came to appreciate what had occurred.

However, there will be some changes we tend to resist. These will become a trial to us until we fall in with
Jesus’s teaching.

Obedience

One of the most important lessons we will learn relates to how we accept authority. Did you note Jesus’s
choice of words in the verse read out earlier? “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching”

Obey - my dictionary defines this as “submit to the authority of (someone)”.

Jesus has the authority to put forward his teachings. If we wish to take up an apprenticeship under Jesus one
of the first things we need to accept is Jesus’s authority over us.



Many of us are thankful to Jesus for the forgiveness of sin and the gift of eternal life — and rightfully so.
However, we should never forget that Jesus is also our Lord and Master, and that in turning to Him we need
to submit ourselves to Him.

If we hold only to the notion of “Jesus, my Saviour” and favour the image of “Gentle Jesus meek and mild” we
will not get very far in our apprenticeship. Jesus is seated at the right hand of God, and everything is subject
to his authority (Matt 28:18). It is important that we cultivate the image of Jesus as our Lord and Master.

It is also important to note that we cannot pick and choose which of Jesus’s teachings to follow. As we live a life
of apprenticeship we will find some of Jesus’s teaching easier to follow than others. But ultimately, we will need
to submit to Jesus in all things.

By way of example, it is not enough to serve the poor, and give generously to the church, if we will not forgive
our brother or sister.

Apprenticeship

By way of analogy, | will touch on the apprenticeship of a 19" Century midshipman in the Royal Navy. This was
a most rigorous apprenticeship of the time. Their training included both practical and theoretical
instruction. Within a few short years they would be taught to handle the ship's guns, with specific instruction
on manoeuvring and firing cannons. Additionally, they learned a range of skills related to naval life, such as
seamanship, navigation, and ship maintenance. The Royal Navy had had several avenues for advancement
for midshipmen who passed their exams and gained the approval of their master, though the path was often
challenging and not guaranteed for all.

An area of study that many midshipmen found difficult was that of navigation. By the early nineteenth
century, it was possible to pinpoint the position of a ship to within a few hundred meters of its true location.
This was achieved using a sextant, the ships chronometer and the naval almanac.

The latitude could be determined by taking a reading on the sextant. Longitude was determined by reference
to the ship’s chronometer. By using the tables in the almanac and applying some meticulous calculation, the
ships position could be determined and duly logged.

The duty of navigation and maintaining the log would normally be assigned to a warrant officer, sometimes
known as the sailing master. He was most often the person responsible for training the midshipmen the art
of navigation. We should also be aware that midshipmen began their apprenticeship when very young, often
no more that twelve years old. It often fell to the sailing master to provide council, encouragement, and
guidance to those under his charge.

Knowledge of the position of the ship was essential for safety, and to ensure that the ship was on course to its
intended destination. The log was also an important reference in the event of storms or other dangers. For
this reason, the navigational readings would be a priority. If possible, the readings were taken daily, preferably
at noon, when the reference to the sun would be most accurate.

In the event of the weather being overcast or stormy readings could be taken at other times, even at night,
when celestial objects such as the planets and stars were used.

Advocate

The second verse in the gospel reading that | wish to explore is John 14:26 “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things, and will remind you of everything | have said
to you.”

What did Jesus mean by the advocate?

Most commentators maintain that the Holy Spirit acts as our advocate by providing guidance, encouragement,
and as a divine presence in our lives, especially during times of trial. He helps us to persevere, find solace, and
align our hearts with God's will. Essentially, the Holy Spirit is our Comforter, Helper, and Advocate, working
alongside us as we navigate life's challenges.



Jesus also says that the Holy Spirit will teach us all things and remind us of everything Jesus has taught.

Returning to the analogy of the midshipmen, if Jesus is our captain, then the Holy Spirit would be our sailing
master.

Hearing the Holy Spirit
So, the question is: how do we hear the voice of the Holy Spirit?

The answer is that we need to put ourselves in a position where we can best hear his voice, usually by having
what is sometimes called a quiet time, or a time for devotion. This time should be devoted to prayer and
reflection, engaging with scripture, and being open to the Holy Spirit, and His guidance.

To hear the Holy Spirit through a daily devotion, the following are points that | have learned to be helpful:

1. Make it a priority.
Using the analogy of the midshipmen learning navigation, as taking the sextant reading each day is
essential for good navigation, so a daily devotion is necessary to cultivate an ear for what the Holy
Spirit may be saying.

2. Setatime.
Whilst the best time to take a sextant reading may be at noon, | have found that the best time for a
daily devotion is the first thing in the morning. In this the technological age, we all tend to be
overwhelmed by information. There is news on television and the radio. We cannot open a computer
or smart phone without being bombarded with news event, special offers to purchase, or news of
people connected to us through friends we may have in common through a media platform.

If we set a time later in the day we may well be involved in other deadlines, and if not, the exposure
of information will make it more difficult for us to hear the quiet voice of the Holy Spirit.

3. Prayer, praise and thanksgiving
The daily devotion should include a time for prayer, praise and thanksgiving. We will all have people
or events we care for. Itisimportant that we take time to bring these before God. It is also important
to reflect on past prayers and give thanks for any answers to prayer.

| would encourage taking time to sitting quietly with God and worshipping Him. It you find it difficult
to find words turn to the psalms or use a devotional guide such as the prayer book.

It is also good to be thankful for any blessings on our own lives. For example, for those near and dear
to us, the place where we live, and the provision of work and so on. Take time to reflect on any
thoughts that may come to you. These are often the nudges that the Holy Spirit gives to enrich our
prayer experience.

4. Read the Bible
The Holy Spirit can speak to us in many ways. Quite often | have found that the Holy Spirit delights
in surprising us, working incognito through the words of a stranger or by way of events we may refer
to as coincidences.

The most common way the Holy Speaks to us, however, is through Gods word — the Bible.

| have found that there are things we can do to make our daily reading more interesting and
interactive.

Reading the Bible

e Use a Bible Reading Guide.
There are any number of Bible reading guides. For example, the New Zealand Bible society has a
“Field Guide to the Bible”; Scripture Union has a number of different guides for people at different
levels of learning. Some guides are available “on line”. For example the “Word for the Day published



Radio Rhema. There are many others. Just be sure to find one that suits. If the guide is unusual,
have lan or an experienced Christian check it out first.

e Read Out Loud
Reading aloud can give us a deeper experience, than reading silently.

e Meditate and Memorise
When you find a verse or words that “speak to you” meditate on these. Try to find why they
resonate with you. Also try to memorise lines that bring understanding or comfort.

e Keep aJournal
Many commentators recommend keeping a journal of readings that inspire or have relevance.
Whilst | have kept a prayer diary — filled out very spasmodically — | have never kept a diary of
learnings or questions | might have. Having prepared for this sermon, this is something | am
reconsidering.

e Join a Study Group
Joining a home group or study group to study passages and themes from the Bible can give us
deeper insights of Bible, and also give us confidence to share thoughts and ideas. Joining a study
group is a step in practicing our faith with people we grow to trust.

So to finish

e Become an apprentice of Jesus
e Learn His teachings
e And so, live a full and fulfilled life.

And remember, the ultimate prize of our apprenticeship is the promise of eternal life in the kingdom of
heaven.
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