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Motion moved by Paul Huffam:

That, in the matter of the timing of the first communion service on Sundays, the proposal 
by Paul Huffam, dated 25 Feb, 2020, be fully considered and resolved on or before the 
2021 AGM.

25 February 2020

The Vestry Secretary
Anglican Parish of Whangaparaoa Peninsula
3-5 Stanmore Bay Road
Whangaparaoa 0932

Dear Vestry Secretary

TIMING OF 8.00AM SUNDAY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

This is not a sudden issue; for the about the last 5 years I have become increasingly concerned for the welfare of our 
congregation, particularly the most elderly.

For some time it has been felt by some of our congregation that a start time of 8.30am instead of 8.00am would 
be very warmly welcomed.  I am of the same opinion, and propose that we change to an 8.30am start time.

Some relevant factors are outlined:

1. 19 years ago (when I arrived in this parish) old people were the 75 -85 year olds; nowadays the old folk are in their 
late 80s and 90s (with a few centenarians).  At 82 I know that in our 9th and 10th decades getting up in the morning
and preparing to go out takes significantly longer.  As a result, some people have stopped coming to the 8am service.
This I feel is reflected somewhat in our attendance numbers.

2. While a small number of parishioners choose to attend the Thursday 10am service the majority at the 8am service 
prefer to keep to Sunday worship.

3. The 10.00am service does not appeal to some older folk for their regular worship as much as the traditional 8 am 
service which for them is more satisfying.

4. In considering this request we should bear in mind that a good proportion of ou
church here for many decades, and in a good few cases, for example during the fundraising for our new church, they
gave considerable financial support.  While this is not necessarily an influencing factor in the matter of worship service 
timing, people gave their wholehearted support which indicates their wish to see our parish grow and flourish in our 
community. Currently, I would not be surprised if the regular giving of these older people might well be a very 
significant proportion of our parish income.  If so, our parish should ensure we do not lose them, and do what we can 
to maintain their place in our congregation.

5. I believe keeping the 8.00am start time 
because of the changed nature of our nation-wide demographic, for instance in the increased proportion of people in 
their 80s and 90s.

6. Reducing the gap between the two services might put a little pressure on the presiding priest, but this I believe could 
be alleviated by one or more of the following:

i. changing the second service to a 10.30am start;
ii. both services which could ease pressure on 

the presiding priest;
iii. holding the 8.00am service in the Chapel.

7. I feel we should show our older and elderly parishioners that we really care about them by showing some real 
consideration for their faithfulness.  It would not involve extra funding, and possibly it may prove a catalyst to increase 
and in some cases, restore our attendance numbers.

8. Finally, a survey of the parish on this matter could test the will of our people.

Holy Communion service on 
Sunday mornings.

In the name of Jesus,

Paul Huffam

(Parishioner since 2001)
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